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the liver, accounts for the slight jaundiced tint of the skin
sometimes seen in the new-born infant. The intestine of the
new-born contains a dark brown or black tarry material known
a meconmm; it is quite sterile, and for this reason, the baby if
it does not receive vitamin K from the mother in sufficient
amounts before birth may suffer from hemorrhages which are
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Fig. 14-20   Diagram summarizing the factors leading to the onset of
labor.
sometimes fatal (see p. 435). After the first clay or so of the
infant's life, the danger passes, for by this time bacteria capable
of synthesizing the vitamin have reached the intestine in the
food, or have been carried from the mouth in the saliva; the
hemorrhagic tendency is thus corrected.
Most unconditioned reflexes are well developed at birth. The
accommodation reflex of the eye is, however, usually in abey-
ance; and, since the corticospinal tracts of the brain and spinal
cord are not fully developed, the plantar response (p. 572) is
of the extensor type (Babinski response)*
The puerperium or puerperal period. This is the period fol-
lowing the third or final stage of labor during which the